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T 
he diversity within our parish 
was quite spectacularly 
highlighted when members of 
the different ethnic groups came 

together to celebrate a Mass and share a 
meal comprising some of the dishes 
commonly found in their respective 
countries of origin.  

There was a capacity 
congregation in the church well before 
the Mass was due to begin. The church, 
grounds and hall had been imaginatively 
decorated with a floral arch surrounding 
the entrance, flags of all nations strung out over the car park, and flowers around the altar. During the 
Mass, a choir from the Philippines enhanced the service with local hymns, and the Eucharistic 
procession was accompanied by two young Indian singers. 

After Mass the hall was crowded with those eager to sample the foods on offer. Apart from the 
traditional dishes of the British Isles, there were dishes from many parts of India including Goa, and 
from Sri Lanka. The African continent was well represented with offerings from Zambia, Nigeria, 
Gambia, and Kenya. Portugal, Poland and Malta provided tastes from Europe, while other delights came 
from Mauritius, the Philippines, St Lucia and Brazil. 

It was an exciting day, and one which brought the parish together in a joyful celebration of the 
Catholic nature of our parish and of Godôs Church. 
James Saviour had undertaken the overall organisation of the event. He had gathered a willing group of 
helpers, and their hard work was much appreciated by all who enjoyed this wonderful event. This was 
the second International Day to be held in the parish, and it is greatly to be desired that it will not be the 
last. 

Parish International Day 

 



Mockery at Opening Ceremony 

T 
he world has enjoyed the spectacular efforts of 
hundreds of athletes from over 200 countries at the 
2024 Olympic Games held in Paris. It is a pity that 
the opening ceremony which had many marvellous, 

creative and original moments was marred by the inexplicable 
over-sexualised involvement of drag queens culminating in an 
inappropriate and outrageous parody of The Last Supper.  

The disingenuous mockery of Christianity has, not 
surprisingly, resulted in condemnation from many quarters. 
The French Bishopsô Conference released a statement deeply 
regretting the ñscenes of mockery and derision of 
Christianity.ò Their statement expressed the view that 
Christians on every continent have been hurt by the 
ñoutrageousness and provocation of certain scenesò, adding that ñwe want them to understand that the Olympic 
celebration goes far beyond the ideological biases of a few artistsò. 

Others have added their condemnation and feelings of sorrow concerning the sacrilegious lampoon. 
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of the Archdiocese of San Francisco used his X account to place what had 
happened in a wider context. ñSecular fundamentalism has now infiltrated the Olympics, even to the point of 
blaspheming the religion of over a billion people. Would they do that with any other religion? I ask all of our 
people to pray for a restoration of good will and respect.ò 

The respected Catholic preacher Bishop Robert Baron released a video decrying the gross mockery of 
the Christian Faith: ñThis deeply secularist, post-modern society knows who its enemy is; theyôre naming it and 
we should believe them, they are telling us who it is,ò adding, ñCatholics must not be sheepishò he called on 
Catholics to make their voices heard in loud and unequivocal resistance.   

Also using a social media platform, the Archbishop of Malta Charles Scicluna said he had contacted the 
French Ambassador to Malta to express his ñdistress and the disappointment of many Christians at the gratuitous 
insult to the Eucharist during the Opening Ceremony of the 2024 Paris Olympics.ò  

A number of Christian groups in the UK demanded an apology from the organisers of the Games. Voice 
for Justice UK, a Christian activist organisation - yes, there are such things! ï issued a press release stating: 
ñChristians across the world are outraged at the deliberately blasphemous parody of the Leonardo da Vinci 
painting, The Last Supper, seen in the Olympic Games opening ceremony in Paris. The offensive tableau was 
performed by a group of over made-up and be-sequinned drag queens and was an open expression of contempt 
for Christianity.ò 

The press release stated that sport is ñrightly lauded as a universal language that transcends borders, 
uniting people from different backgrounds and culturesò but goes on to say that the Gamesô organisers have 
ñapparently decided to abandon the goal of respectful competition, in order to exploit the Games as leverage to, 
quote, ómake society more inclusiveô.ò 

The artistic director of the Olympicsô opening ceremony, Thomas Jolly, has tried to diffuse the situation, 
stating that ñour subject was not to be subversiveò and ñwe never wanted to be subversive. We wanted to talk 
about diversity. Diversity means being together. We wanted to include everyone, as simple as that. In France, we 
have freedom of creation, artistic freedom. We are lucky in France to live in a free country.ò 

The President of the Paris Olympic Games, Tony Estanguet, also addressed the controversy caused by 
the opening ceremony.  ñThe idea was to really trigger a reflection. We wanted to have a message as strong as 
possible. It is a French ceremony for the French gamesò and ñso we trusted our artistic director. We have 
freedom of expression in France, and we wanted to protect it. We imagined a ceremony to show our values and 
our principles, so we gave a very committed message.ò 

It certainly gave a message, but not one that reflected any glory on the French Olympic Committee or 
the country they represent. The ñfreedom of expressionò was further cast into doubt by an incident which was 
almost totally ignored by the media. A small group of Christians staged a protest about the opening ceremonyôs 
insult to Christianity by hiring a bus bearing the slogan ñStop attacks on Christianityò. The bus was driven 
around Paris attracting many waves and signs of agreement. The bus passed many members of the police force 
without any problem. However, later in the afternoon the bus was flagged down and surrounded by armed 
police. The six occupants and the driver were arrested for ñorganising a demonstrationò without approval from 
the French government. 

The group had researched the law and established that the regulations regarding demonstrations targeted 
large scale marches and did not apply to a slogan on a bus. Nevertheless, they were handcuffed, taken to a 
ñsecure facilityò, had their belongings confiscated, were strip searched and refused access to a lawyer. They were 
kept in custody overnight, denied food and water and were unable to contact their families. The next day 
prosecutors ruled that no offence had been committed and the captives were released. So, ñLibert®, ®galit®, 
fraternit®  - so long as you are not a Christian. Vive la France! 



Archbishop Excommunicated 

T 
he Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith has 
released a statement declaring the 
excommunication ñlatae sententiaeò incurred by 
the former nuncio to the United States, 

Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigan¸, who does not recognize 
the legitimacy of Pope Francis or of the Second Vatican 
Council. The Archbishop is regarded as a fierce 
ultraconservative critic of Pope Francis. He has variously 
described Pope Francis as a ñfalse prophetò and a 
ñservant of Satanò. 

Excommunication is an ecclesiastical penalty 
placed on a person to encourage the person to return to 
the communion of the church. An excommunicated person cannot receive any sacraments or 
exercise an office within the church until the excommunication is lifted by a valid authority in 
the church, usually a bishop. 

A latae sententiae penalty is a penalty that is inflicted automatically, by force of the 
canon law itself, at the very moment a law is contravened, hence a broadly applied judgment.  

The 1983 Code of Canon Law, which binds Catholics of the Latin Church, inflicts latae 
sententiae censures for certain forbidden actions; an apostate from the faith, a heretic, or a 
schismatic automatically incurs a latae sententiae excommunication. 

On July 4,  Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigan¸ - the Vatican's former apostolic ambassador 
to the United States - was excommunicated for schism, having abandoned communion with the 
Bishop of Rome and the Catholic Church.  

The press release issued by the Dicastery states: ñOn 4 July 2024, the Congress of the 
Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith met to conclude the extrajudicial penal process referred to 
in canon 1720 CIC against the Most Reverend Carlo Maria Vigan¸, titular Archbishop of 
Ulpiana, accused of the reserved delict of schism (canons 751 and 1364 CIC; art. 2 SST).ò 

The communiqu® continues, ñHis public statements manifesting his refusal to recognize 
and submit to the Supreme Pontiff, his rejection of communion with the members of the Church 
subject to him, and of the legitimacy and magisterial authority of the Second Vatican Council are 
well known. 

At the conclusion of the penal process, the Most Reverend Carlo Maria Vigan¸ was found 
guilty of the reserved delict (canonical crime) of schism." 

Finally, the statement says, ñThis decision was communicated to the Most Reverend 
Vigan¸ on 5 July 2024.ò  

The lifting of the censure in these cases is reserved to the Apostolic See, but it seems 
unlikely that Vigan¸, who Trump-like uses social media to communicate, will be rushing to 
return to the communion of the church. 

The 83-year-old Vigano had refused to take part in the disciplinary proceedings, claiming 
he did not accept the legitimacy of the institutions behind it.  In a message on X he remained 
unrepentant. He urged Catholic faithful to voice their support for him, quoting Jesus in the New 
Testament: ñIf they keep quiet, the stones themselves will start shouting.ò 

In a lengthy text, Vigano referred to the pope only by his surname, ñBergoglioò, and 
accused him of representing an ñinclusive, immigrationist (sic) eco-sustainable, and gay-
friendlyò Church that had strayed from its true message. 

Francis has angered many conservatives by making overtures towards divorcees and the 
LGBT community, and by saying that mercy and forgiveness should come before the strict 
enforcement of Catholic doctrine. He has also put himself at odds with conservatives and 
traditionalists by championing migrant rights and the fight against climate change and 
condemning the excesses of capitalism. 
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S 
eptember 8th is traditionally the Feast of the Birth of the Virgin 
Mary, and as such has a special place in the affections of all 
Catholics. For those who hail from the island of Malta, 
however, the day has even more significance. The Maltese 
know September 8th as the Feast of Our Lady of Victories, for 

it was on that day that the Great Siege was lifted in 1565, and 
coincidentally that day marked the end of the blitz of Malta in 1942. 

 Following the defeat of the Knights of St. John by Sultan 
Suleiman the Magnificent, the Order were given the islands of Malta 
and Gozo and the port of Tripoli by King Charles V of Spain, and they 
settled there in 1530. They had continued to take the battle to their 
Muslim enemies and the Barbary pirates, until finally Suleiman sent a 
vast armada to attack their home base on Malta. 

 Despite suffering terrible losses, the Knights and the locally 
recruited defenders had refused to give up. Several of the major 
settlements had been destroyed, half the knights killed and the defences 
of the cities round the harbour so greatly weakened that by mid-August 
the council urged Grand Master Jean Parisot de la Valette to withdraw 
to one fort, the Fort St. Angelo. La Valette refused. 

On August 23rd the Turkish forces made what was to prove 
their final major assault. Every available man, and it is said every 
woman and child able to hurl a rock, joined in the stubborn defence, and 
the attack was repulsed. The defenders had no idea of how desperate the 
Sultanôs troops had become. The death of their great leader, Dragut, 
earlier in the year had been a great blow, food and ammunition were running low and morale had been further 
weakened by disease, that inevitable enemy of all besieging armies. Following a half-hearted assault on 1st 
September, which the islandôs defenders repulsed with relative ease, the weary Turks received the alarming 
news of the landing of a Christian relief column which had been sent from Sicily. Not realising that the 
reinforcements consisted of only a handful of men, the Turks decided that they had had enough, and on 
September 8th, the Feast of Our Lady, the Maltese people and the Knights of St. John saw the Ottoman fleet 
retreating from their shores. 

 When Grand Master La Valette began building the new city which was to become the islandôs capital, the 
first building to be completed was the Church of Our Lady of Victories. La Valette himself laid the foundation 
stone in 1566 and was himself laid to rest in that church following his death in 1568. 

 The Maltese conviction that Our Lady has a special care for them was strengthened much more recently 
than the sixteenth century. Just inside Valettaôs ancient walls, the ruins of the once magnificent Opera House 
remain to this day as a silent witness to the heaviest aerial bombardment of the Second World War; a 
bombardment which ended ï many would say miraculously - in September 1942. A few yards from those ruins, 
intact and unscathed is that same Church of Our Lady of Victories ï a reminder of the debt that the Maltese 
people owe to their great patron in heaven. 

 On 8th September 1943 the surrender of Italian forces was marked by a flotilla of Italian ships surrendering 
in Malta and bringing fresh hope to the beleaguered island. 

 Although no longer officially Maltaôs National Day, September 8th is still an important national holiday.   

A Feast Day for September 

The Healing Prayers Group meets in the parish church each 
Tuesday evening between 6.30pm and 7.00pm. 
If  you would like to choose a theme, scripture reading and 
music, or would like a copy of the El Shaddai Healing Prayer 
or if you would like any further information, please contact 
the parish office. 

Healing Prayers Group  

{ǘŀǘǳŜ ƻŦ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ 

{ŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜŘ ōȅ tƛŜǘǊǳ tŀǿƭ !ȊȊƻǇŀǊŘƛ 



Ordinations 

O 
n Saturday 13th July, Bishop Philip ordained two 
new priests for our Diocese: Fr. Ambrose Chou 
and Fr. Tom Hiney. An ordination is a moving 
occasion, and the Cathedral was packed with 

guests, including many priests from our Diocese. 
Every priest has a story to tell about what God has 

done for them in their life, the epic journey that brought them 
to the priesthood. Tom was a journalist, a biographer and an 
Anglican Army Chaplain. Ambrose was a student of 
criminology. Their life-journeys testify to Godôs grace. 

In his homily, Bishop Philip spoke about the 
anointing of the hands of a new priest: ñA priestôs hands are 
holy because, anointed with the power of the Spirit, they 
have become Christôs hands. They handle holy things. They 
are instruments of Godôs self-giving love for His people. By the prayer of the bishop and the laying on of his hands, a 
new priest shares in Christôs three-fold ministry as a priest, a prophet, a shepherd. 

Like Mary who holds Jesus in Her hands, so a priest holds Christ in his, as he celebrates the liturgy and the 
sacraments, leading people in prayer. Like Mary who presents Jesus the Word, so a priest teaches, preaches and explains 
to people the Word of God. And like Mary Who gave everything to serve Her Son, so a priest shepherds the flock, 
leading and loving it, caring for the poorest and neediest. This is why being a priest, sharing in Christôs three-fold 
ministry, is a sublime vocation. Itôs a life of selfless service.ò 

Please pray for Fr. Tom, who will serve from September in the Cathedral, and for Fr. Ambrose, who will be 
serve in Jersey. 

On Saturday, 27th July, Bishop Philip ordained two new deacons for our Diocese: Rev. Stephen Patterson from 
Windsor and Rev. Zacharias Parambi from the Cathedral parish. 

Stephen, who is married to Jacoby and has two sons, James and Robert, originally comes from Newcastle. He 
has worked as an historian and a curator in the Royal Household and was made a CVO in the 2021 New Yearôs Honours 
List.  

Zacharias, who is married to Cici and has three children, Sneha, Josh and Shryia originally comes from Kerala. 
He has worked for the Sultanate of Oman and is presently a pharmacist at St. Maryôs, Portsmouth. 

There are over 40 deacons in active ministry in the diocese, and the bishop offered his gratitude to Fr. Dominic 
Adeiza and his team for all their hard work supporting and caring for them. He prayed that the Lord will grant us many 
more deacons so that every parish community can have a deacon to support them. 

The bishop has appointed Deacon Stephen to his home parish of Windsor and Ascot, and Deacon Zacharias to 
serve in the Cathedral parish. Please keep them both and their families in your prayers. 

Earlier in the month, the bishop went out to Villa Palazzola and the Venerable English College for the ordination 
to the diaconate of Ryan Browne. From September Deacon Ryan will be attached to the Cathedral parish. Please pray for 
Deacon Ryan, and God willing he will be ordained a priest next summer. 

Environmental Conference 
As part of the Season of Creation, Caritas is holding an environmental conference, óTo Hope and Act with Creationô 
at St Peterôs and Winchester Martyrs Parish on Saturday September 14th, 10.00am-1.00pm. We have John Paul 
de Quay from the Ecological Conversion Group Charity speaking on: óFellowship of believers, how faith should 
motivate us in caring for our common home?ô. There will be updates from COP28 and preparation for COP29 and 
practical actions for parishes. Everyone is welcome.  

A flyer can be found  along with more information on our website - www.caritasportsmouth.org.uk. 
 Any questions, please contact us at caritas@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or on 07825513195 

Gospel Study Opportunity 
The Parish Bible Study Course is now full, but if you would like to take part in a course looking at St Johnôs Gospel, 
Deacon Martin McElroy invites you to join him on a journey through the Gospel according to Mark: an online formation 

series, which you can follow at your own pace. 
He has re-published the videos of the presentations he made during the formation series on Markôs gospel, which 

ran in the spring and summer of 2021.  The entire series (episodes 1-20: one per chapter, plus introductory and summary 
sessions) is now available via the YouTube site of the parish of St Peter and the Winchester Martyrs. There's also 
a Playlist that you can use to follow the episodes in order. 

Each episode has an accompanying PDF document containing the presentation material - allowing you to follow 
in your own time, and at your own pace, from the comfort of your own home.  All episodes are also broken down into 
"chapter headings", allowing you to focus on particular topics, if you don't have time to watch the whole episode. 

We are currently reading Markôs gospel on most Sundays during Ordinary Time, so this is an ideal opportunity 
to learn more about this gospel. Or perhaps you can use it as the basis for a small discussion group, with friends and  
family? 

If you have any questions, please contact Deacon Martin: mmcelroy@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

mailto:caritas@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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 Words of Comfort 
A relative of mine is seriously ill. During a recent spell in hospital, he kept his spirits up by taking a positive thought each day 

and illustrating it with a simple pencil drawing. His son compiled the thoughts and sketches into a booklet. 

We have previously printed twelve of the thoughts and their complain sketches and here print four more to provide weekly 

thoughts for each week in September 

Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 

ǘƘŀƴ Ǌƛǎƪ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƘǳǊǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ 

ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ 

tŀƛƴ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 

ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǳƭǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ 

ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴŜŀǊ ȅƻǳΦ 

.Ŝ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΦ tŀǝŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛǊǘǳŜ 
Χ ƭŜǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ 

aƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻƴŜƭƛƴŜǎǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎ ŀƭƭΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ 
ǳǇΣ ōŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎΦ tǊŀȅ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ 
ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 


